Salvation


I. Salvation is from the Jews

A. Original sin and the need for salvation (Genesis 3)

B. Roles entrusted to a faithful remnant of the Jewish people:

1. exhibiting a faithfulness and devotion to God that would support a unique intimacy and covenant with Him, through which the Messiah could eventually come;

2. in this loyalty and covenant being the primary channel of grace for all of mankind;

3. prophetically, typologically foreshadowing salvation history in their own history;

4. providing a people of sufficient spiritual purity, virtue and morality to be able to be the people among whom God became man; 

5. making God’s laws known to mankind;

6. preparing the Mother of the Redeemer;

7. praying for the coming of the Messiah;

8. adoring and worshiping the Messiah before He came;

9. providing a temporal home for the Messiah and announcing the “good news” when He came

C. The birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension of our Savior 

D. The birth of the church 

1. The coming of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost (Acts 2)

2. The inclusion of Gentiles in the early church (Acts 10)

a. the vision of Peter

b. the conversion of the centurion, Cornelius, and his household

II. The Salvation Controversy btwn Catholics/Protestants regarding the words:

A. Salvation

1. Past tense (Eph 2:5, Eph 2:8, Titus 3:5, 2Tim 1:9)

2. Present tense (1Peter 1:8-0, Phil 2:12)

3. Future tense (Romans 13:11, 1Cor 5:5, Matt 10:22, Matt 24:13)

B. Salvation

1. Temporal (Proverbs 16:6, Exodus 14:13-14, Matt 8:23-24, Luke 1:46-55)

a. Temporal atonement brings about temporal salvation, freedom from temporal consequences of sin.

2. Eternal (Matt 24:13,Acts 15:11, Heb 9:28)

a. The eternal atonement of Christ brought about eternal salvation.

C. Two other kinds of Salvation

1. Middle - God’s use of someone as an agent to bring eternal salvation to

someone else.

2. General—Does not differentiate between eternal, middle or temporal 

a. by suffering in the service of Christ, one spreads the gospel and brings salvation to others. (2 Cor 1:5, Col 1:24, 1 Pet 4:13).

b. Indirectly through prayer (Mary and the saints play a role in our salvation).

c. Through direct action (such as preaching the gospel or administering the sacraments).

3. In no case can humans earn eternal salvation.  Christ’s afflictions not only lacked nothing, but their value was infinite and thus fully adequate to secure the salvation of the world.

D. Doing Penance (Proverbs 16:6)

1. Love and faithfulness atone for iniquity - temporal, not eternal - Christ paid off the eternal debt (Thomas Aquinas: Summa Theologiae; CCC 411).

2. A need to repair/restore fellowship with God.

3. When God remits the eternal penalty for a sin, he may choose to leave a temporal penalty to be dealt with (2 Sam 12:13ff, Num 20:12, Heb 12:5-13).

4. Because our sins are tragedies, we have a natural need to mourn over them and to make a gesture over reparation for our sins when real reparation is impossible (Jud 20:26, Acts 13:2-3, Jas 4:8-10, Ignatius; Tertullian; Jerome; Augustine).

E. The principles behind Indulgences

1. Sin results in guilt and punishment (Is 13:11, Eccl 12:14).

2. Punishments are both temporal and eternal (Daniel 12:2, Deut 28:58-61).

3. Temporal penalties may remain when a sin is forgiven (2 Sam 12:13-14,

Num 14:13-23, 20:12, 27:12-14).

4. God blesses some people as a reward to others (Gen 15:1-6, Gen 17:6-8, 

Matt 15:22-28).

5. God remits temporal penalties suffered by some as a reward to others

(1Kings 11:11-13, Gen 18:16-33, Rom 11:28-29).

6. God remits temporal punishments through the Church (Matt 9:8, 18:18).

7. God blesses departed Christians as a reward to living Christians

(2 Maccabees 12:42 - 45).

F. A Tiptoe through a Thomistic TULIP on predestination:

1. T = Total inability (to please God without special grace) 

2. U = Unconditional election 

3. L = Limited intent (for the atonement’s efficacy) 

4. I = Intrinsically efficacious grace (for salvation), grace that by its nature

brings about its effect

5. P = Perseverance of the elect

G. Resisting and Cooperating with God

1. The language of resisting (Acts 7:51, Heb 6:4-6)

2. The language of cooperation (Mark 16:20, Rom 8:28, 2 Cor 6:1, 1 Cor 3:9)

H. Faith, Works, and Boasting

1. Works of the Law = Works of Torah, the Law of Moses found in Genesis through Deuteronomy).

2. Good Works performed by Christians through the following:

a. natural law (Rom 2:15)

b. the Law of Christ (1 Cor 9:21)

3. Jewish boasting—in Greek means not just to boast but also to rejoice, glory, exult (Rom 2:17-21, Heb 10:4)

4. Christian boasting taken from the same Greek word, kauchaomai, and should be translated “rejoice” in Rom 5:2.  Paul says our rejoicing should be in the following three things:

a. our hope (v. 2), 

b. our sufferings (v. 3), and,

c. God himself through Christ (v. 11).

5. Paul and James on faith and works

a. Paul writes to the Ephesians in Chapter 2:8 - 9, the passage that is often cited by Fundamentalists as a proof against the Catholic view.

b. James writes in Chapter 2:26 that “faith apart from works is dead” and in verse 19 that “even the demons believe and they tremble.”

I. Justification and Ecumenism—The seven contentious issues addressed by The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification signed October 31, 1999 by the Catholic Church and the Lutheran World Federation:

1. Human Powerlessness and Sin in Relation to Justification,

2. Justification as Forgiveness of Sins and Making Righteous,

3. Justification by Faith and through Grace,

4. The Justified as Sinner,

5. Law and Gospel,

6. Assurance of Salvation, and

7. The Good Works of the Justified. The Joint Declaration states:

“We confess together that good works—a Christian life lived in

faith, hope, and love—follow justification and are its fruits. When

the justified live in Christ and act in the grace they receive, they

bring forth, in biblical terms, good fruit…” 
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GLOSSARY

Atone: To reconcile by making amends or compensation (noun: atonement).

Attrition: Sorrow for our sins based on any supernatural motive other than charity.

Charity: The theological virtue whereby we love God above all things for his own sake and whereby we love our neighbor as ourselves for God’s sake.

Contrition: Sorrow for our sins, which is divided into perfect contrition and imperfect contrition (attrition).

Expiate: To make amends or provide compensation (noun: expiation).

Faith: The theological virtue whereby we believe all that God reveals because it is revealed by God.

Formed Faith: The theological virtue of faith made active by the virtue of charity.

Hope: The theological virtue whereby we trust God for all the grace that is needed for our salvation.

Justify: To make right (just) with God (noun: justification).

Merit: (1) Something which is given as a reward, (2) something for which a reward is given.

Perfect contrition: Sorrow for our sins that is based on charity, including repentance and the will to do what is needed to be reconciled with God.

Redeem: To buy back (e.g., from slavery to sin, from death, from danger of going to hell) (noun: redemption).

Repent: (1) To turn from a particular sin and firmly resolve not to do it in the future, (2) to turn from sins generally, firmly resolving to live according to God’s law in accord with the conditions of this life.

Righteousness: The quality of a person who has been justified, or made right with God.

Righteousness may be actual (ontological), legal, or behavioral.

Sanctify: To make holy (noun: sanctification).

Satisfy: To reconcile by providing adequate compensation (noun: satisfaction).

Save: To rescue, whether from temporal dangers (such as the danger of dying in battle) or eternal dangers (such as the danger of going to hell). In Greek and Latin, often carries the idea of health or a restoration to health (noun: salvation).

Soteriology: The branch of theology concerned with the doctrine of salvation.

