Rite of Acceptance of Catechumens

&

Rite of Welcoming Candidates


GREETING

FR BRIDGES

Dear Friends, the Church joyfully welcomes ………...  My dear catechumens & candidates, you are welcomed in the name of Christ.

NOTE:

Catechumens have not been baptized.
Candidates have received a Christian Baptism.
DIALOGUE WITH CATECHUMENS & CANDIDATES

CHET


(Calls out name of each catechumen)

CATECHUMEN
Present.

FR BRIDGES

What do you ask of God’s Church?

CATECHUMENS
Faith.

FR BRIDGES

What does faith offer you?

CATECHUMENS
Eternal Life.

CHET


(Calls out name of each candidate)

CANDIDATE

Present.

FR BRIDGES

What do you ask of God’s Church?

CANDIDATES
To be accepted as a candidate for catechetical instruction leading to Confirmation & Eucharist.
FR BRIDGES

What does this period of formation offer you?

CANDIDATES
A fuller sharing in the life of the Church.

CATECHUMEN’S ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOSPEL

FR BRIDGES:

God is our creator and in ………………………….. in our company, to know God and to love your neighbor.  Are you ready, with the help of God, to live this life?

CATECHUMENS
I am

CANDIDATE’S DECLARATION OF INTENT

FR BRIDGES:

Those of you who …………….. are you prepared to listen to the apostle’s instruction, gather with us for prayer, and to join us in the love & service of others? 

CANDIDATE

I am

AFFIRMATION BY SPONSORS & ASSEMBLY

FR BRIDGES:

Sponsors, you present these candidates to us.  Are you, and all who are gathered with us, ready to help these candidates follow Christ?

SPONSORS

We are

FR BRIDGES JOINS HIS HANDS:

Father of mercy, we thank You …………………we praise You, Lord, and we bless You.

ALL

We praise You, Lord, and we bless You.

SIGNING OF THE CATECHUMENS WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

FR BRIDGES:

Catechumens, come forward now with your sponsors to receive the sign of your new way of life as catechumens.

FR BRIDGES TRACES SIGN OF CROSS ON FOREHEAD:

(Name), receive the cross on your forehead.  It is Christ Himself who now strengthens you with this sign of His love.  Learn to know Him & follow Him,

RESPONSE

Glory and praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

SIGNING OF THE CANDIDATES WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

FR BRIDGES:

Candidates for Confirmation & Eucharist, and Candidates seeking full reception into the Church, come forward now with your sponsors to receive the sign of your life in Christ.

FR BRIDGES TRACES SIGN OF CROSS ON FOREHEAD:

(Name), receive the cross on your forehead as a reminder of your Baptism

into Christ’s death & resurrection.
RESPONSE

Glory and praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

CONCLUDING PRAYER

FR BRIDGES:
Let us pray:…………………..We ask this through Christ our Lord.

ALL

Amen!

INVITATION TO THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FR BRIDGES:

Catechumens, Candidates and Sponsors, please now share with us at the table of God’s Word.

Catechumens, candidates & Sponsors return to their seats.
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