Redemption & Covenant


Something was “redeemed”, or, “bought back”.  But let us start at the beginning.  What will frame the understanding of “redemption” is the relationship of God to man.

I.  In the beginning: communion, community, relationships & family

A. God is relational – a community  (CCC 252, 255)

1. “God, in His deepest mystery, is not a solitude, but a family…”  (John Paul II, Puebla)

B. Man is relational – by & for community

1. Man was made by community: the Triune God.  (CCC 258, 259, 292, 1702)

2. Man is made for community with God.  (CCC 27, 260, 356, 2713)

3. Man is made for community with others.  (CCC 357, 2205)

C. Man’s relationship in this community is as an adopted son/daughter of God (CCC 270, 441)

D. We are made in families & for families because of who God is: not a solitude but the Eternal, Perfect, Divine Family.

II.  The Fall of man: sin brings death

A. Death: to his natural life and supernatural life

1. Natural life: death is manifested as the body’s loss of the soul.  (CCC 1005)

2. Supernatural life: death is manifested as the soul’s loss of sanctifying grace

a) Sanctifying grace perfects the soul to enable it to live & act in keeping with God’s call.  (CCC 2000, 1266)

b) Adam’s sin transmitted “death to the soul”  (CCC 403)

c) Man lacked the right relationship between body & soul (CCC 400, 405), resulting in pursuit of his passions (ROM 7:5, 7:8, 8:5-8 & 13)

B. While alive, man’s soul is damaged.  Then at death, a total loss of the soul!

C. What we lost in Adam was the image and likeness of God (CCC 518).  The divine image was disfigured in man.  (CCC 1701)

The relationship between God & man was broken.  By what means would God rebuild the human family?

III.  Covenant: forging a family without a bloodlines

A. Covenant (convenire) means “to come together” or “to agree”.

B. Covenant involves a formal, solemn, binding pact between two parties.

C. Although similar to a contract, in biblical terms, it involves much more!

D. CONTRACT
COVENANT
Made with:
pledge / promise
swearing an oath (sacramentum)

It exchanges:
property (good/services)
persons / lives

It binds:
terms (what is exchanged)
people (relationships)

Bound by:
your name (signature)
God (invoking His Name)

What’s formed:
partnership (clients)
kinship (spouse/children/siblings)

Results in:
economy ($ + goods)
family (people brought together)

Breach:
“broke the contract”
broken lives/relationships

Judged by:
governing body
God (curses)

E. Taking an oath (sacramentum) is to:

1. take God as a witness to what one affirms.  (CCC 2150)

2. invoke the Divine truthfulness as a pledge of one’s own truthfulness.   (CCC 2150)

3. highlights the relationship of human speech with God’s truth.  (CCC 2151)

WE DON’T SIGN ANYTHING.  WE SAY IT

F. Taking a false oath (sacramentum) is to:

1. call on God to witness a lie.  (CCC 2151)

2. commit perjury – making an oath with no intentions of keeping it.  (CCC 2152)

G. Biblical covenants create kinship:

1. “…I will confirm (ratify) my covenant with you.  I will be your God, and you shall be my people…that you should not be…slaves;” (LEV 26) PARTY OF THE FIRST PART…

a) people – family of God (sons & daughters) 
(CCC 270 & 2787)

b) slaves – property (of Egypt)

H. In summary: A covenant is made by swearing an oath (sacramentum).  In so doing, people are exchanged & kinships are formed.  This oath (sacramentum) is witnessed & bound by God.

God confirms – or ratifies – covenant with His people.  How are covenants ratified?

IV.  Covenant ratification: the perspective from families/relationships

A. CONTRACT
COVENANT
Ratified by:
pomp & circumstance
blood sacrifice / liturgy

B. And Moses said: “Behold the blood of the covenant which the Lord has made with you in accordance with these words.” (EXO 24:8)

1. NOTE: / blood / covenant / Moses speaking for the Lord / you (plural) / words /

C. Jesus said: “…this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (MAT 26:27 - 28)

1. NOTE: / blood / covenant / the Lord Himself speaking / many (plural) / forgiveness of sins /

D. The New Covenant was ratified in Christ in His blood.  (CCC 781)

NOTE: party of the first part, second part, terms of the covenenant

E. Offering sacrifice is to cling to God in communion & is a sign of communion.  (CCC 2099)

How has God used covenants to rebuild the broken, human family?

V.  Covenants through time: reuniting an entire human race

A. MEDIATOR

COVENANT FORM

Adam

marital bond


Noah

household, or domestic bond


Abram

Tribal bond (confederacy of several households)


Moses

National family (unified 12 tribes – binding Mosaic Law)


David 

Kingdom (elevated over nations having a subordinate role)


Jesus 

katholicos, or universal, family (incorporates the nations)





The mystery of Gentiles being fellow heirs (EPH 3:6)

B. Even when he disobeyed You, and lost Your friendship, You did not abandon him…Again and again You offered a covenant to man.  (Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer IV)

C. In Israel, God is called “Father” inasmuch as he is creator of the world.  Even more, God is Father because of the covenant…  (CCC 238)

If covenants build families, what do covenant-breakers (breaking oaths) look like?

VI. The Fall of man: sin brings ex-communion (excommunicatus)

A. It destroys the communion (common-union) of men with God.  (CCC 761)

B. It destroys sonship: the relationship of particular intimacy between God & man.  (CCC 441)

C. Rejects the image & likeness – no longer a common-unity; no longer family.

D. Since not a family, no longer a son – forsaking Divine sonship.

E. Since not a son, become a slave (property).

F. Act Of Contrition: I detest my sins…because they offend You!  I am sorry for having offended You!  You Who are…deserving of all my love!  (Not deserving of my offenses!)

G. I took an oath (sacramentum)!  Lives were exchanged!  Father, I am your adopted son – forgive me for having offended You!

VII. How does covenant breaking affect God?

A. God lost his family!  Prodigal son: the father lost his son!  The Father was looking for him: while his son was still a long way off, his father saw him & ran to him.  (LUK 15:20)

B. Jesus came to seek & save what was lost.  (LUK 19:10)

C. Oh Jerusalem! …how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.   (MAT 23:37)

VIII. Where does sin leave man?  With two problems!

A. Man has a broken relationship with God.  Losing sonship, we become slaves (property) to sin.

B. The root cause is sin.  Sin caused the breach & there was the need for expiation.  No longer one with God, we are in need of AT-ONE-MENT (atonement).

C. There is nothing we can do for these two problems!  Un-whole (imperfect) man only offers un-whole, or unholy, acts.  Man could not even offer himself!  (CCC 616)

If there is nothing man can do, how is the problem solved?

IX. The Redeemer: fulfilling what needs to be redeemed
A. He would be called “Jesus”, which means “God is salvation”.  (LUK 1:31 – 24).

B. He would save people from their sins.  (MAT 1:21)

C. To bring eternal life.  (MAT 19:29, JOH 3:15-16, 6:54, 10:28, 17:2)

D. By sacrifice, would sin be taken away & eternal life given.  (JOH 1:29, 3:16, 6:54)

E. To give his life as a ransom for the lives of many.  (MAT 20:28)

F. In summary: to save, to save from sin, to give eternal life & be sacrificed as a ransom.

G. Christ’s whole life: to serve & give his life as a ransom for many.  (CCC 608)

X. The Redeemer: two-fold solution for man
A. Jesus atoned for our faults and made satisfaction for our sins to the Father.  (CCC 616)

B. Restore relationship with God.  “You are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ”.  (GAL 3:26)

C. Christ’s death is both the Paschal sacrifice that accomplishes the definitive redemption of men (the Lamb of God) AND the sacrifice of the new covenant, which restores man to communion with God.   (CCC 613)

D. Jesus, being holy & perfect, could offer Himself in a holy act.  Something we could not.

A. The sacrifice of Christ is unique & surpasses all other sacrifices: it is reparation for our disobedience AND it reconciles us with The Father.   (CCC 614)

E. Jesus Christ offered to God His sufferings & His death on the cross as a sacrifice (a priest’s offering of a victim to God) to satisfy (pay in full) for the sins of all man.  Besides satisfying for our sins, Christ regained (won back again) for us the right which Adam lost to us; that is – the right to be children of God, and to go to heaven.  All this is what redemption means, and why we call Christ the Redeemer of all men.  (Baltimore Catechism No. 2)

XI. Redemption through covenant: ratified by sacrifice
A. His humanity appeared as a sacrament of His Divinity & the salvation He brings.  (CCC 515)

B. Ratified by blood: “This is my blood of the covenant” (CCC 610, LUK 22:19 & MAT 26:28)

C. When He was on the cross, blood & water flowed.  (JOH 19:34)

D. The sacrifice of the new covenant restores man to communion with God.   (CCC 613)

E.  “And they (church militant on earth) have conquered him (Satan – the accuser) by the blood of the Lamb…”  (REV 12:11)

F. …we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  But…God sent his Son…to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  (GAL 4:3 – 6)
Jesus is much more than a personal Lord & Savior.  By covenant, we are not only redeemed, we are adopted!

Summary:

God is the Eternal, Divine Family.  That is our end.

Man was made for this Eternal Family.

Man’s sin required payment as well as restoration to sonship.

God’s family, once “broken up”, was brought together by covenants, made by an oaths

Covenants are ratified in blood.

Jesus is the New Covenant for the universal family
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