St Stephen’s RCIA

Q&A Sheet Number 3


Many faiths, the Church of Christ for example, baptize children when they are in their teens or older.  Why does the Catholic Church baptize children when they are babies.  Is there a difference?

Here’s the short answer:

The Catholic Church baptizes babies because it is a requirement for salvation: Jesus said, “…unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God” (JOH 3:5).  And in the gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “…let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the Kingdom of Heaven” (MAT 19:14).  In the parallel passage in Luke (LUK 18:15 – 16), the Greek word used for children is brephe which is “infants” – children who could not walk (therefore the parents brought them to Jesus).

Therefore, if the Kingdom belongs to children (MAT 19:14) & in order to enter the kingdom, Jesus requires baptism (JOH 3:5), then the conclusion is that you baptize infants & children.  This has been the practice of the Catholic Church for 2000 years.  (Letters from teachers in the early church dating back 2000 years prove this).

The position of the Church of Christ is that there are no examples of infants being baptized in the New Testament.  In addition, they believe that baptism washes away only actual sin (sin committed by someone) and babies do not commit sin.  For children, they must reach an “age of reason” in order to make a decision to be baptized – that is, they must reach a mature enough age to understand sin & the need for redemption.

Is there a difference?  With regard to the act of baptism itself, the Church of Christ gives a sacramental baptism because it adheres to the proper form (words) & matter (water) as it comes down to us from the Apostles through the Church.  Therefore, people are validly baptized.

However, by withholding baptism from those younger than the age of reason, the Church of Christ is denying them what Jesus said was a requirement to enter the Kingdom of Heaven (JOH 3:5).  He did no make an exception for age.  If baptism saves you (1PET 3:21) and no one (regardless of age) can enter Heaven without being born of water & spirit (JOH 3:5), the Church of Christ excludes a large part of their own population!

Here’s the long answer:

Just as circumcision was the sign of the old covenant, baptism is the sign of the new covenant (see COL 2:11 – 12).  For the old covenant, the child was brought by their parents to be circumcised on the eighth day.  An eight-day-old child makes no decision about being part of a covenant – and therefore does not accept the covenant.  In fact, they don’t know that they are being put in a covenant!  This was the practice for 1500 years prior to when Jesus being born.  When water baptism becomes the sign of the New Covenant, it would only be natural for a Jew to bring their child to be baptized since for 1500 years the baby was brought to receive the sign of the Old Covenant.  That is why we have examples of entire households being baptized (ACT 16:15, 16:33 & 1COR 1:16) in the New Testament (versus “adults only”).  In the 15 years I was personally associated with the Church Of Christ, I never saw an entire household be baptized.

However, if we pretend that the sign of the new covenant (water baptism) was only for adults, it would be only reasonable for the first Jewish believers to ask “What about my children?”  Paul would then have to say at least two things: they have to reach the age of reason & they have to believe on their own.  However, this controversial issue is never addressed in the Bible.  This would have been a critical issue yet no New Testament writer explains why it is for adults only.  The apostles would have had to explain why the Old Covenant sign was applied to babies for 1500 

years & the new covenant sign now excludes babies & children.  Not once is this addressed, nor explained!

In fact, water baptism was not restricted to adults since nowhere does the Bible explicitly state that water baptism is only for adults.  Nor does the bible restrict children/babies from being baptized.  In fact, Peter did not restrict this teaching to adults. Why?  Because (PET 3:21) "Baptism . . . now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  We also recall that Jesus said (JOH 3:5), “No one can enter heaven unless he is born of water & spirit.”  Clearly baptism is critical to salvation.  It makes no exception to one’s age.  Moreover, the command of Jesus was to go to all nations baptizing; clearly, infants & children under the age of reason are part of the nations.  The Bible makes no exceptions!

However, the Church Of Christ makes an exception for a huge portion of our population: children under the age of reason.  This is quite different from how Jesus Himself taught: "Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven" (MAT 19:14).   If no one can enter heaven unless he is born of water & spirit, and, the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them, who are we to restrict them from the sign of the New Covenant?   In fact in Luke’s account of this event, it reads: "Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God’" (LUK 18:15–16). 

The text here uses the Greek word brephe means "infants"—children who are quite unable to approach Christ on their own and who could not possibly make a conscious decision to "accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior."

The only time when infant baptism became controversial was in the Middle Ages (long after baptizing infants was the practice established in the first century), some groups developed that rejected infant baptism, e.g., the Waldenses and Catharists. Later, the Anabaptists ("re-baptizers") echoed them, claiming that infants are incapable of being baptized.  But the Catholic Church has always held that Christ’s law applies to infants as well as adults, for Jesus said that no one can enter heaven unless he has been born again of water and the Holy Spirit.  His words can be taken to apply to anyone capable of having a right to his kingdom.  He 

asserted such a right to children when He said: "Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven".

Furthermore, the Bible never says, "salvation through faith in Jesus Christ except for infants"; it simply says, "salvation through faith in Jesus Christ" (2TIM 3:15) Yet the Church Of Christ must admit there is an exception for infants unless they wish to condemn all infants to hell. Therefore, the Church Of Christ makes an exception for infants regarding the necessity of faith for salvation.  They can thus scarcely criticize the Catholic for making the exact same exception for baptism, especially if, as Catholics believe, baptism is an instrument of salvation. 

The Church Of Christ’s position on infant baptism is not really a consequence of the Bible’s strictures, but of the demands of their idea of salvation.  In reality, per the Bible, infants are meant to inherit the kingdom of heaven & are to be baptized.  Further, the witness of the earliest Christian practices and writings silence those who criticize the Catholic Church’s teaching since it has been the practice since the first century – the libraries of documents prove it.  The Church Of Christ, rising up as a movement in America in the 1800’s implemented a newer practice of adult-only baptism.

POINT TO PONDER:

Ask your Church of Christ/Baptist friends why they have weddings in “churches” married by the “preacher” when there are no examples of that in the New Testament!

I was wondering that if we are sinners, and we will always be sinners, why do we even try?  What will trying and failing accomplish?
1) A few simple observations:

2) We will not necessarily “always be sinners”.  Many have overcome sin to be Holy!

3) We must try (make effort) to run the race (1COR 9:24, HEB 12:1, 2TIM 4:7).

Trying & failing makes two points: a) we are in a struggle, and, b) we need help with this struggle.  In other words, we need a Savior! (CCC 1949).

Here’s our situation in a nutshell: we are born with a fallen nature.  That is, an inclination towards sin.  We call this Original Sin and we have it because we inherited it from Adam (ROM 5:12, 19, CCC 402 – 406).  In addition we cannot do anything within/of ourselves to change that.  We aren’t equipped to do so!

In Baptism, we are infused with grace to turn back to God.  However, due to our nature being wounded (weakened/inclined towards evil) we live our lives in a constant spiritual battle.  (CCC 407 – 409)

To the Catholic, salvation is an on-going process (1COR 1:18):
The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

This process requires denying yourself, or, dying to “self” (picking up your cross daily).  Making every effort to put off our old sinful nature (EPH 4:22, COL 3:9) and putting on the new nature in Christ (EPH 4:24, COL 3:10).  Why is this the case after Baptism?  Because our rebirth into Christ did not destroy/annihilate our old nature.

As Paul spells out what we are to do in Romans Chapter 6:


Obedience leads to righteousness (ROM 6:16)

Righteousness leads to holiness (ROM 6:19)

Holiness results in Eternal Life (ROM 6:22)

James summarizes in his letter:

Blessed is the man who endures trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. (JAM 1:12)

Finally, look outward.  The Body of Christ has a need for you to be Holy

(JAM 5:16 - 18)
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.  Elijah was a man of like nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.  Then he prayed again and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit.

Even those who are Holy in Heaven are cheering us on!
(HEB 12:1-2)

since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame
CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church


