St Stephen’s RCIA

Q&A Sheet Number 2


Is there a “Catholic Bible”?  How does it differ from other Bibles?

First a brief history of the Bible:

After the apostles died, there were many letters & writings that claimed to be:

1) written by the Apostles (like a letter from John), or,

2) written with their authority (Romans was written by Tertius), or,

3) written claiming to be their teachings (Acts was written by Luke).

Letters believed to be “Apostolic” were read during the mass.  However, over time, there came to be many “spurious” writings.  The Church had to convene to determine which writings were truly Apostolic.  Two of the criteria used were:

1) was the writing recognized by the church everywhere as being Apostolic?

2) did the writings adhere/agree with what the Church taught (which was handed down by the Apostles)?

These questions, as well as questions about the Old Testament, were settled at the Council of Rome in 382, under the authority of Pope Damasus I.  It was reaffirmed on numerous occasions: at the Council of Hippo in 393 and at the Council of Carthage in 397.  At the Council at Carthage, in the year 419, the Bishops referred to the Canon of Scripture as “the things which we have received from our Fathers to be read in Church."

In 1517, a Catholic priest (Martin Luther) publicly disagreed with the Church’s teachings, leading to what has become to be known as the “Reformation”.  Martin Luther “re-canonized” the Bible removing 7 books from the Old Testament and several books from the New Testament (James, Jude, Hebrews, Revelation).  Eventually, the NT books were put back in, but the 7 from the Old Testament were left out: Tobias, Baruch, Judith, Wisdom, Ecclesiastics, I & II Maccabees.  In addition, 7 chapters from the Book of Esther as well as 66 verses out of the 3rd Chapter from Daniel were removed.

One of the better Catholic Bibles is the one printed by Ignatius Press.  It is blue with the following on the cover: “IGNATIUS    The Holy Bible   Revised Standard Version     Catholic Edition”.   Another Catholic Bible is printed by the Catholic Book Publishing Company.  On the cover is “New American Bible    Saint Joseph Edition      Illustrated."

I am interested in becoming Catholic and I am attending RCIA.  Is there anything else I can do while I am in RCIA? 

Yes!  You can attend mass, although you cannot receive Holy Communion.  However, you can go up in the communion processional & receive a blessing from the priest.  Just cross your arms by putting your left hand on your right arm socket & your right hand on your left arm socket.  Children who have not received First Holy Communion will often do this (and can go up with their parents).

During the mass, pay close attention to the prayers - those recited by the congregation & those recited by the priest.  They contain excellent teachings that we will eventually cover in the class.  For example, the Profession Of Faith (I believe in God, the Father, the Almighty…) was developed at the Council of Nicea in 325 ad.

All during the mass, there is plenty of scripture read (with references).  Note that the First Reading (read by a layperson) is typically an Old Testament writing that foreshadows the coming of Christ & His ministry.  Christ’s fulfillment of that Old Testament passage is heard in the Gospel reading (read by a Deacon or a priest).  Pay close attention to the First Reading and the Gospel reading and see how the Old Testament relates to the New Testament.

In the Catholic Church – on any given day - the same Scripture is read all over world in every parish.  You can join in with the Church by reading the same readings (referred to as the “Daily Readings”).  The list of the Scripture readings may be found in the church bulletin (of course, you will need a Catholic Bible at home to read them).

You can also subscribe to publications that have all the readings (you won’t need the bulletin & the Bible handy).  The Magnificat is a monthly publication that is about the size of a Reader’s Digest.  You can call them at 301-853-6600 or visit them on the web at www.magnificat.net (where you can get a free complimentary copy!)  The Magnificat also has meditations, prayers, inspirational stories & information and writings on the Early Church Fathers (70 – 500 ad).

Other churches have Bishops (Anglican, Mormon, etc).  How is the Catholic Church different?

The Catholic Church is not only different, it is unique in that the Catholic Church is “Apostolic”.  Meaning, the Faith comes to us from the Apostles, handed down by their successors, the Bishops.

This is why Ignatius of Antioch (50 ~ 115) said “Where the Bishop is, there let the multitude of believers be; even as where Jesus is, there is the Catholic Church.”

(In Greek, the word translated as Bishop is episkopos, which is where the word Episcopal comes from.  See ACT 20:28, PHI 1:1, 1TIM 3:2, etc).

To continue in His work in the world, Jesus told His representatives (Apostles), “As the Father send has sent me, even so I send you.” (JOH 20:21).  They then turned around and conferred authority to others by the imposition of hands.  This was the Rite used when Moses conferred authority to Joshua when Moses was near the end of his life (NUM 27:22 – 23).  In the New Testament, Paul’s disciple Timothy was ordained a Bishop (1TIM 4:13).

a) Eusebius, Bishop of Cecarea, wrote the first book on the history of the Church (The History of the Church) in 303 ad.  In the opening sentence he writes that “The chief matters to be dealt with in this work are:

b) The lines of succession from the Holy Apostles

c) The names & dates of (heretics)”

In other words, the true teaching and the source of that true teaching & the false teaching and the sources of the false teachings.  In the introduction, the translator wrote:

Lines of succession from the Holy Apostles…(and the)… lines of succession of the Bishops…were used as guarantees of the authenticity of the preaching of the Christian Faith: they traced a line of succession back to Christ through one or more of the Apostles. …  Orderly succession from the Apostles was regarded as evidence of fidelity to the teaching of the Apostles and therefore of Christ who had appointed them.  This idea is first explicitly found in Clement’s letter to the Corinthians in ~ 96 ad.  The Church came to lay great stress on such lines of succession during the struggle against the Gnosticism heresy in the second century.  Their significance was not historical but dogmatic (even apologetic), and even though they functioned as an historical framework for Eusebius, their value as a guarantee of authenticity was still important to him.

I keep hearing the word “apologetics” and “apologist”.  What do those words mean?

These words come from the Greek word apologia, which means “defense”.  In the context of religion, it means a “defense” ( or explanation) of the faith.  It does not mean “apology” in the modern sense.

One of the first works of apologetics (if not the first) was in the second century by Quadratus who put forth a defense of Christianity against pagan & Jewish objections.  The title of the work was “Apology”, written around 124 ad and addressed to the Emperor Hadrian.

Another great apologist was Justin Martyr, a pagan who converted to Christianity.  Two of his works are “Apologies for the Christian Religion” and “Dialogue with the Jew Trypho”.  In the early years, the defense of the faith was that it was not a threat to the State!

