St Stephen’s RCIA

Q&A Sheet Number 1


Why does the Catholic Church accept some of the Sacraments from other Christian Communities (Baptist, Lutheran, Episcopal, etc.) but not all of them ?

First, we need to define what a sacrament is & that will shed light the issue of acceptance.

A Sacrament is an outward sign, instituted by Christ, to communicate (give) grace.  Sacraments give grace because of the merits of Jesus Christ.

Every Sacrament consists of two things: matter and form (or words).

Augustine: The word is joined to the element and it becomes a Sacrament.  (see EPH 5:25 – 26 where matter & words are mentioned).

There are Seven Sacraments.  Jesus is the author & dispenser of the Sacraments.  

This paper will review four of those Sacraments.
Baptism

Baptism is a Sacrament which cleanses us from original sin, making us children of God, heirs of heaven.  It is the gateway to life in the Spirit.  The Spirit that had hovered over the water during creation, descended on Jesus opening up to all the fountain of Baptism.
Ministers of Baptism:

1) Bishop & priests, by right of office (via the Apostles)

2) Deacons

3) Laity

Matter: water

Form: I baptise you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son….
Anyone can baptize as long as the minister does what the Catholic Church does in her ministry (matter & form).  For Baptism, Jesus instituted water (of which there is nothing more common) and placed the administration within in the power of all – demonstrating the universal saving will of God.
Confirmation

Confirmation makes on stronger.  By Baptism, we are brought into the newness of life; by Confirmation, we can grow into full maturity.  Baptism regenerates (our soul), Confirmation grows & perfects (our soul) giving it spiritual strength (much like our natural life).

The grace of Baptism is required to form the mind towards faith.

The grace of Confirmation strengthens us so that we are not deterred by danger, pain, torture or even death from a confession of faith.

Baptism: regenerates at times of peace

Confirmation: strengthens us for conflict

Ministers of Confirmation:

The Bishop is the Ordinary Minister (ACT 8:14 the deacon had no power to confirm, but its administration was reserved by the Bishops).  The imposition of hands by the apostles (the first Bishops) has always been held as the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Matter: oil (chrism) consecrated by the bishop

Form: I sign thee with the sign of the cross and I confirm thee with the Chrism of salvation, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son……

Baptism: water was consecrated by Our Lord when He was baptized.

Confirmation: Our Lord did not consecrate the matter (oil) of Confirmation by His actual contact with it.  Therefore, it is consecrated by the Bishop.

Eucharist

This Sacrament is the sign & cause of the communion of Divine Life..  It is the culmination of God sanctifying the world in Christ.

acrifice is not a mere commemoration, but a truly propitiatory Sacrifice.  It make present (re-present) the sacrifice on the cross.  Christ’s sacrifice on the cross & the Eucharist are one & the same sacrifice.  It is an eternal sacrifice.
“We call this food Eucharist, and no one may take part in it unless he believes what we teach is true, has received baptism for the forgiveness of sins and new birth, and lives in keeping with what Christ taught.”

Ministers of Eucharist:

Bishops (NT priests) have the authority to consecrate the Holy Eucharist (LUK 22:19 ‘do this’ command was given only to the Apostles, the first bishops. By so doing, Jesus ordained the first priests & commanded them to offer His Sacrifice.)

The Eucharist is legitimate when it is celebrated under the presidency of Bishop.  (That is why when a priest presides, the name of the Bishop is mentioned to signify his presidency over that parish.)  Why?  Because the faith/teachings comes to us from the Apostles/Bishops.
The Eucharist is also legitimate when it is celebrated by priests (the Bishop’s co-workers) to whom the Bishop has entrusted.

Matter: wheat bread & wine
Form: This is my body……This is the cup
Matrimony

Matrimony is the Sacrament which makes a Christian man & Christian woman husband & wife.  It is a covenant between baptized persons.  The Sacrament gives the grace to be faithful to one another & to bring up children in the love & reverence of God.  It requires free consent with no impediment by natural or ecclesiastical law.  Witnesses are required.
Ministers of Matrimony:

The Christian man & woman, binding themselves publicly to live together faithfully until death.

Matter: man & woman

One Form: To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and health, until death do us part.

CONCLUSION

Why does the Catholic Church accept some of the Sacraments from other Christian Communities (Baptist, Lutheran, Episcopal, etc.) but not all of them ?

The Catholic Church accepts all Seven Sacraments as handed down by the Apostles.  
When other Christian communities have Sacraments as handed down by the Apostles, they are accepted.
