The Mystery of Sin


What is Sin?: Sin is an offense against God - by any thought, word, deed or omission against the Law of God.  (from: This Is The Faith by Canon Francis Ripley)

Sin is first & foremost an offense against God

1) all sins are revolts against God

2) all sins – like the first sin – are a refusal to accept God’s will

3) sins are often an offense against another (human) person.  But since God commands us to love other, sins are always an offense against God.

What is sin?

1) it is disobedience to God’s Laws

2) sin is transgression of the Low of God; disobedience of the Divine Will; moral failure.  Sin is failure to realize – in conduct & character – the moral ideal, at least as fully as possible under existing circumstances; failure to do as one ought towards one’s fellow man.  (from: Webster’s dictionary)

3) sin is thus, at heart, a refusal of the love of others (St. Augustine)

4) sin shatters peace (p. 19: The Saints Guide To Making Peace Between God, You & Others)

5) sin is any thought, word, desire, action or neglect “(omission), forbiden by the Law of God.

6) (p. 244 The Essential Catholic handbook)

7) sin is freely choosing to do what we know to be wrong, we disobey God’s Law on purpose

Who committed the first sin?

The bad angels.  St Michael drove the bad angels, led by Lucifer (Satan) from heaven.  Michael & his angels fought the dragon & the dragon and angels fought back, but they prevailed not.  And neither was their place found anymore in Heaven.

Who committed the first sin on earth?

Adam & Eve.

I. Reality of Sin.

A. Sin exists in the history of humanity.   (CCC 386)

1) Sin is that evil which can only be truly understood by first recognizing “the profound relationship of man to God”.   (CCC 386)

2) Sin is humanity’s rejection of an all-loving God, opposition to Him, and the effects of this rejection on human life & history.”  (CCC 386)

B. Divine revelation clearly portrays the reality of sin; in particular, original sin.  (CCC 387)

1) Without revelation, we are unable to clearly grasp the significance of sin.

2) “Only in the knowledge of God’s plan, can we grasp that sin is an abuse of the freedom that God gives to created persons so that they are capable of loving Him & loving one another”.  (CCC 387)

II. Sin is revealed in the Old Testament & the New Testament – Christ is the one sent for salvation.

A. Genesis account – Israelite try to understand the wounded nature of the human condition. 

B. It was only in the New Testament, after Christ’s death & resurrection that the depths of sin could be seen more clearly.

1) We must kow Christ as the source of grace in order to know Adam as a source of sin.

2) It is the work of the Holy Spirit to enlighten minds & hearts to recognize Christ as the redeemer and at the same time perceive the darkness of sin.

3) The reality of original sin is the “reverse side” of the Good News of Jesus Who is salvation for all.

C. The Church, which has the mind of Christ, knows that we very well cannot tamper with the revelation of original sin without undermining the mystery of Christ.

III. Original sin is part of humanity.

A. Original sin is inherited.

1) Adam, “the first man” lost the original state of justice & holiness through original sin.  All humanity is marled by this fault of our first parents and is also deprived of the grace of original holiness & justice.

2) In the descendents of Adam, original sin does not possess the character of personal fault.  Because of this sin, our human nature is weakened in its powers subject to ignorance & suffering, and inclined to sin.  Concupiscence is the inclination to sin

3) Concupiscence: insubordination of man’s desire to the dictates of reason, and the propensity of human nature to sin as a result of original sin.  More commonly, it refers to the spontaneous of the sensitive appetites towards whatever the imagination portrays as pleasant and away from whatever it portrays as painful.  However, concupiscence also includes the unruly desire of the will, such as pride, ambition & envy.  (re: concupiscence of the eyes & the flesh)

4) Beginning with Cain’s murder of his brother Abel, sin can be seen throughout the history of Israel.  Sin continues to inundate the world.

5) The ultimate effect of original sin is death.  The liturgy of Ash Wednesday reminds us that humanity must return to the ground from which you were taken for you are dirt & to dirt you shall return.  (GEN 3:19)

B. In Adam & Eve’s disobedience, the harmony they experience in original justice was destroyed.

1) The loss of original justice shattered the souls spiritual faculties over the body.

2) The union of man & woman experiences tension.  Lust & domination mark the struggle of male/female relations.

3) Harmony with creation is also broken

a. Visible creation becomes hostile to humanity

b. Death makes its entrance into human history

C. We are saved from the power of sin & death.

1) Christians believe that “the world has been established & kept in being by the Creators love; has fallen into slavery of sin but has been set free by Christ, crucified & risen to break the power of the evil one.

2) Christ’s victory over sin has given us more blessings than those sins had taken away from us.  “Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more”  (ROM 5:20)

3) Through baptism we are immersed into Jesus’ death & resurrection.  Baptism, by imparting God’s grace, erases original sin, and all person sin, although the consequence of sin will always remain in our human nature.  The desire for the good calls us to a lifelong spiritual struggle.
4) The Easter Vigil makes reference to the fault of our first parents & proclaims “O Happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam, which gained for us so great a Redeemer!”

IV. The book of Genesis, Chapter 3: man at the beginning of history in some way seriously rejected God.  Thus the whole “human history is marked by the original fault freely committed by our first parents.”   (CCC 390)

A. The scriptures speak of sin on the part of some of the angesl who freely refuse to serve God & His plan

1. Satan became the leader of the fallen angels.  Jesus referred to him as “the father of lies”.  (JOH 8:44)

2. Satan & other demons tries to associate with themselves with humanity in their revolt against God.

B. Original sin is a truth of our faith

1. Humanity was created to live in friendship with God in free obedience to Him.

a. The prohibition against eating “of the tree of knowledge of Good & Evil (GEN 2:17) expresses this freedom of obedience.

b. Creatures Of God have limits that must be freely recognized & confidently respected.  We are depended on our Creator & subject to the laws of nature which He has established for the order of creation and the moral norms which govern our use of freedom.

2.
The account of Genesis 3 affirms that the “fall” took place at the beginning of human history.  Our first parents were deceived by Satan.  They abused their freedom & sought to find their destiny apart from God.

See page 53 of Essentials of the Faith.

No one is perfect.  And honest look at our own life experiences reveals that we are all sinners.  So we read in Genesis of the fall of man.  He gave them the grace of original holiness – (they began in grace & not sin).

God tested that friendship by forbidding them to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good & evil.  “The moment you eat of it, you are surely doomed to die”.  (GEN 2:17)

What did the test mean?  The tree symbolized the limits of humans as creatures.  We should depend on, and be subject to, God’s moral laws that govern our freedom.  God was testing the use of human freedom.

So Adam & Eve used their freedom to disobey God’s command.  Disobedience & pride were the first sins & are characteristic of all sins thereafter.  What was the outcome of the first sin?

1) loss of the grace of sharing in God’s life

2) loss of inner harmony between body passions, will & mind

3) division, strife, domination, greed & suffering

4) death

The London Times asked some authors to write essays on the topic: “What’s Wrong With the World?”.  Catholic convert, G. K. Chesterton, wrote back and had the briefest reply: “I am.”

St Paul says that “through one person sin entered the world and through sin, death.  (ROM 5:12).  St Augustine coined the term “Original Sin” to refer to the impact of the sin of our first parents.  It cause death to the body, and the wounds of human nature.

St Thomas speaks of the 4 wounds of original sin as:

1) ignorance; meaning difficulty in knowing truth & loss of confidence that it can be known

2) malice; in the mind, inclining us towards uncharitable motives

3) weakness in the will, making it difficult to choose goodness.

4) Disorder in our passions & emotions causing us to lose control of ourselves

Do we commit Original Sin? No.  We only commit Actual Sins but we are born with the effects of Original Sin.  What Sacrament do we have that restores that grace from God?  Baptism.

God did not abandon our parents or the human race.  God promised a savior.  The Son of God fulfilled that promise in His incarnation & redemption.

SIN

Sin is real.  It has always been present in history.  The desire for the good calls us to a life-long spiritual struggle.  God is offended by sin.  Just look at the Cross & you will be reminded that God sent His Son to redeem the world.  Does sin have a victim?

Sin leads to brokeness between God & the people we have injured.  Our society has a lot of broken people.  And that leads to a lot of problems – between relationships with family, friends, etc…

One of the greatest tragedies of out time is the loss of the sense of sin that we have encountered in our culture.  Nothing destroys love as much as sin, resentment & shame.  Can you love someone you have injured or who you think has injured you?

Real love often asks us to admit our faults so as to restore the unity of love.  We cannot do this alone – we need a community willing to name or fault, to hear our confession, to restore us to the grace & truth of the common unity & faith of the Church.

BUMPER STICKER:

Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bags on your front door forever!

Actor Jim Caviezel (portrayed Jesus in Mel Gibson’s movie “Passion of the Christ”)
You will never know happiness living a sinful life.

PRAYER
P. 54 of Essentials of the Faith
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