Life of Purpose Outline

I.  Life Principle

A. Three divisions in the created universe: Non-Living Matter, Living Matter & Spirit.  Examples: (rock/dirt, plants & animals)

B. All living things act due to a life principle (some “power” from within) enabling them to initiate action.  There is something innate that allows them to move about! 

C. EXAMPLE: a cat or dog moves about without some external force.

D. The life principle of all living things is called the soul.

II.  Man’s Soul is Different From All Other Living Things

A. Man has a life principle (power) that rises above matter.  That is, it is outside the possibility of things that are material (the material universe).

B. EXAMPLES: things above or outside of matter: justice, love, mercy.  These things are not material (matter).  These things are outside of the material universe.  Can’t weigh it, measure it, smell it.  One cannot be aware of them by the senses!

C. The life principle (or “power”) of plants/animals produce no activity which rise above matter.  For example, animals don’t conceive abstract thoughts/ideas.

D. Man’s soul is different from that of an animal’s soul.  Animals are bound to the material world, man is not.

III.  Man & his Soul

A. Man’s soul is different that that of animals.  Man’s soul is spirit.

B. Man’s soul is different because it comes from the union of spirit and matter (slime of the earth & the breath of God)

C. Man’s soul can do what spirits can do: know & love.

D. “God is love” denotes that love can occur without a body.  (So it’s spiritual).

E. “I want to know Christ” denotes knowing a being/person that has no body.

F. Spirit does not occupy space.  It is not in space.  It is outside of space but it can act upon a being in space.  It can operate in space.  (The spirit of the Lord is upon me.) 

G. Therefore, the soul acts on the body.

H. ANALOGY: Pot of water, over a flame, boiling.  The flame does not occupy the same space as water but it is acting upon the water, making it boil.  The water appears to be animated, but it is the flame that is animating it.  The flame can exist without the water, but the water cannot boil without the flame.

IV.  In closing, man’s purpose…

A. Man is more than just matter (material).

B. Man is the union of matter & spirit: the soul.

C. Man is capable of things outside the material universe: he can know & love.

D. This highest ability of man (abilities above, or outside, the material universe: to know & love) allows for his highest purpose: to know & love God (his Maker). 

E. The purpose of man’s life comes to him from God.  God is his maker & therefore knows man‘s purpose.

F. Man’s purpose is revealed to him by God.

G. It is the highest act of our intellect to grasp the revelation of God.

H. Man can chase the material world (money, houses, clothes) but it will not fulfill that of the spirit to know & love something above/outside the material world.  Animals find satisfaction in the material world because they are bound by the material world.  Man is not.

