Jesus Christ

I.  Typology in God’s Divine Plan

A. The New Testament lies hidden in the Old Testament.  The Old Testament is unveiled in the new. (St. Augustine, CCC 129)

B. A “type” is a real person, place, thing or event in the Old Testament that foreshadows something greater in the New Testament.  They are not fictional symbols.  They are literally true historic details.

C. An example of types: GAL 4:22 – 26
1.  Hagar gave birth to Ishmael according to the flesh: slavery

2.  Sarah gave birth to Isaac according to the promise: freedom

3.  Ishmael’s slavery represents the Old Covenant.

4.  Isaac’s freedom represents the New Covenant.

5.  Ishmael & Isaac were real and prefigured/foreshadowed something greater.

D. Types & foreshadows are a part of history with a place in God’s plan.  They have their clear meaning after their eventual fulfillment.

E. The Church, as early as Apostolic times, and then constantly in her Tradition, has illuminated the unity of the Divine Plan in the two Testaments through typology, which discerns in God’s works of the Old Covenant prefigurations of what He accomplished in the fullness of time in the person of His Incarnate Son.   (CCC 128)

F. Typology indicates the dynamic movement toward the fulfillment of the Divine Plan when God will be “everything to everyone”.   (CCC 130)

G. Jesus was foreshadowed in the Old Testament (different from prophesies).

II.  The Old Adam & the New Adam

A. Jesus is prefigured in Adam in Paul’s letter to the Romans: ROM 5:12 – 14
1.  Through Adam: sin, death & death to all

2.  Adam: a type of the One Who was to come.

B. …  and in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians: (1COR 15:45 – 49)

1.  Through Adam: became a living soul (being).

2.  Through Jesus: became a life-giving Spirit.

3.  Adam: from the earth; in the image of dust

4.  Jesus: from heaven; image of God

C. Other typology/prefigurement:

Adam



Jesus

Made in the image of God

Is the image of the invisible God (COL 1:15)


Head of humanity - those born

Head of the new humanity - those born 



in this world



from above (born again)


Tested in a garden (Paradise)

Tested in a Garden (Gethsemane)


Eve leads him to his first act

New Eve leads Him to his first act



of evil




of glory

Adam fell because of Satan

Satan fell because of Jesus

Went from Garden to a tree

Went from a Garden to a tree



bringing forth death


bringing forth life


Tree brought curses to his

Tree brought blessings to His

descendents



descendents


Disobedience brought dis-grace
Obedience brought grace (restored)


Brought darkness to the world

Is the Light of the world


Adam brought slavery of sin

Jesus brought freedom from sin


Adam was condemned to death

Jesus was glorified to life


Death swallowed his soul

Death was swallowed up in victory (1COR 15:24)

III.  Problem is, we are born as sons of the Old Adam

A. Problem is inherent to us (ROM 7:14 –21, JOB 4:17, 15;14, 25:4)

B. The problem is, we are born this way.  We cannot fix ourselves.  We need to start all over without this inherent problem.  We need to be born again.

C. What we need is a new creation – Adam is the Old creation.  Jesus is the new creation.

IV.  Jesus – some background

A. Prophesies (GEN 3:15, DAN 7:13 – 14, PSA 22:14 – 18, ISA 9:6 – 7, 11:1 – 5, 53:2-5)

B. Called Jesus (LUK 1:31), means “Jehovah is salvation”

C. Christ – Greek for anointed.  Messiah – Hebrew for anointed.

D. Anointed in the OT: priests (EXO 29:29, LEV 4:3), prophets (ISA 61:1) & Kings (1KI 10:1)

E. Jesus is all three in one person: priest (HEB 3:1), prophet (LUK 24:19) & king (MAT 21:5)

V.  Jesus – His purpose

A. Called Savior (LUK 1:31 - 34).  Save people from sin (MAT 1:21).  Take away sin (JOH 1:29).

B. Seek & save what was lost (LUK 19:10).

C. bear witness to the truth (JOH 18:37).

D. proclaim the kingdom of God (LUK 9:2).

E. call sinners to repentance (LUK 5:32).

F. Give His life for the ransom of many (MAT 20:28).

G. To be lifted up & give eternal life (JOH 3:14-15).

VI.  Jesus – what & Who He is

A. God: one nature, three persons.

B. Jesus: two natures, one person

C. Christ, who said “I am…”, is the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity

D. He became man to bring about this New Creation that man needed.

E. Two natures (what one can do).  All things that goes with being God

a. Read men’s hearts (MAT 9:4)

b.  Raise the dead (JOH 11:43 – 44)

a. Forgive sins! (MAT 9:2, MAR 2:5, LUK 5:20)

F. All things that goes with being man

a. Born of woman (MAT 1:16)

b.  Hunger (LUK 7:36)

c.   Thirst (JOH 19:28)


d. Tired (JOH 4:6)

e.    Suffer (LUK 9:22)


f. die (MAT 27:50)

g.    wept (JOH 11:35)

G. The person, the Second Person of the Trinity, did these things.  (Actions done by person).

H. But Jesus was not a human person for that would have made Him 2 people!

VII.  Jesus – the reality (or substance) of the shadows (COL 2:17)

A. Christ is our Passover Lamb (1COR 5:7).  The Passover Lamb was really eaten (the shadow) & Christ the Passover Lamb is really eaten (the reality).  “Take & eat, this is my body.”

B. Since drinking the cup really is His blood, it can have real consequences.  (1COR 10:16 – 22)

C. There is only one loaf/bread because it really is Christ & not a giant loaf.  (1COR 10:17)

D. We really abide in Him.  (JOH 15:4)

E. We really are united with Him in Spirit.  (1COR 6:13 – 20, note verse 17)

F. We really are one with Him.  (JOH 17:20 – 23)

G. Priests are one with Him in His ministerial priesthood.  Paul really forgave sin in the person of Christ.  (2COR 2:10)

H. We really share in His sufferings.  (2COR 1:5 – 7, PHI 3: 10 – 14, COL 1:24, ROM 1:12)

I. Christ is the reality of all things!  Through Him, with Him, in HIM!  (COL 1:15 – 20)

J. Marriage is a shadow of Christ, so how should we treat marriage?  It’s HOLY!  It’s SANCTIFIED!  (EPH 5:21 – 32)

K. Church really is ONE.  Really VISIBLE.  One flock united to real Christ.  (JOH 10:16)

PAGE  
2

