Important Dates


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2004
What:
Rite of Acceptance for Catechumens (those never baptized)




- AND -


Rite of Welcoming the Candidates (baptized but not taught Catholic faith)




- AND -


Rite of Welcoming the Candidates (baptized Catholic & completing initiation)




- AND -

   Rite of Welcoming the Candidates (former Catholics being received into full communion of the Catholic Church)

Time:
10:20 am (for the 10:30 mass)

Length:
1 hour
Where:
Saint Stephen’s Catholic Church (meet in the foyer)

Who:
You & your sponsor

Detail:
The Rite of Acceptance & Rite of Welcoming is basically for the Church to recognize those who are studying the Catholic Faith & to support them in their effort.  It is not a commitment to “join” the church.  It is, however, a declaration of your intent to study “in earnest”.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2005
What:
Rite of Sending Catechumens for Election & Candidates for Recognition by Bishop
Time:
5:00 pm
Length:
1 hour (5 – 6 pm)
Where:
Saint Stephen’s Catholic Church (meet in the foyer at 4:45 pm)

Who:
You & your sponsor

Detail:
Entering your name into the Book of the Elect is your intention to enter the Church.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2005
What:
Rite of Election

Time:
1:30 

Length:
most of the day (8:45 – 5:00)
Where:
Cathedral in San Angelo, Texas (meet at St. Stephen’s & drive together)

Who:
You & your sponsor

Detail:
The Rite of Election is your “official” request to enter the Church.
SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 2005
What:
Rite of Initiation
Time:
7:30 pm sharp!
Length:
about three hours (including optional reception afterwards)
Where:
Saint Stephen’s Catholic Church
Who:
You & your sponsor (and your Patron Saint’s name!)
Detail:
The Rite of Initiation is your “official” entry into the Church
“Rite” in classical Latin in means primarily, the form and manner of any religious observance.  In English the word "rite" ordinarily means, the ceremonies, prayers, and functions of a religious body. 


