Grace and Works

“What then?  Are we to sin because we are not under the law but

under grace?  By no means!  Do you not know that if you yield yourself

to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of whom you obey,

either sin, which leads to death or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?”       

                                                                                                 Romans 6:15-16


Saint Stephen’s RCIA 2004

I. Grace 

Grace is the free and undeserved gift that God gives us to respond to our vocation to become his adopted children.

Sanctifying grace is the grace that heals our human nature, wounded by sin, by giving us a share in the divine life of the Trinity.  It is the habitual or consistent, supernatural gift, which continues the work of sanctifying us – of making us “perfect”, holy, and Christ-like.

Sanctifying grace stays in the soul. It’s what makes the soul holy

it gives the soul supernatural life. More properly, it is supernatural life.

As actual grace, God gives us the help to conform our lives to his will. 

It is a supernatural push or encouragement. It’s transient. It doesn’t live

in the soul, but acts on the soul from the outside.  It gets the 

will and intellect moving so we can seek out and keep sanctifying 

grace. 

You can obtain supernatural life by yielding or surrendering to actual graces

you receive.   
Sanctifying grace implies a real encouragement (or push) of the soul.  


“So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come.”  2Cor. 5:17 

“that you should put away the old self of your former way of life, corrupted through deceitful desires, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on  the new self, created in God's way in righteousness and holiness of truth.    Eph. 4:24
II.  
     Justification & Sanctification

We need sanctifying grace in our souls if we’re to be equipped for heaven.        Another way of saying this is that we need to be justified.  

"But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God"   1 Cor. 6:11  

Justification is the gracious action of God that frees us from sin and communicates “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ” (Rom 3:22).  Justification is not only the remission of sins, but also the sanctifying and renewal of the interior man.  (CCC 1987 & 1989)

What God declares, he does.  “So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it” (Is. 55:11) So when God declares you justified, he makes you justified.

St. Paul indicates that there is a real transformation that occurs in justification, that it is not just a change in legal status as some Protestants believe.  “For a dead person has been absolved from sin”  (Rom. 6:7)  He stresses the fact that we have made a decisive break with sin that must be reflected in our behavior.  

“What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  By no means!  How can we who died to sin still live in it?  (Rom. 6:1-2)  

“Let not sin therefore reign in you mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.  Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of righteousness” (Rom. 6:12-13)

When he touches us with his grace—that is, his love—we are really changed. We are made holy and are justified. This consistent teaching of the Church was restated by Vatican II:

"The followers of Christ are called by God, not because of their works, but according to his own purpose and grace. They are justified in the Lord Jesus, because in the baptism of faith they truly become sons of God and sharers in the divine nature. In this way they are really made holy" (Lumen Gentium 40)

III
      Faith or Works?

“And that no one is justified before God by the law is clear, for "the one who is righteous by faith will live."  Gal. 3:11

“For it is not those who hear the law who are just in the sight of God; rather, those who observe the law will be justified.” 

 Rom. 2:13

“Consequently, the law was our disciplinarian for Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”  Gal. 3:24

“See how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.”  Jam. 2:24

“For we consider that a person is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”  Rom. 3:28

“Do you want proof, you ignoramus, that faith without works is useless? 

James 2:20

“for, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.”  Rom. 10:9-10

“Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”  

Mat. 7:21 

“Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you and your household will be saved."   Acts 16:30-31

“Now someone approached him and said, "Teacher, what good must I do to gain eternal life?"  He answered him, "Why do you ask me about the good? There is only One who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments."   Mat. 19:16-17

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.” 

John 3:16

“Strive for peace with everyone, and for that holiness without which no one will see the Lord.”  Heb. 12:14

“I write these things to you so that you may know that you have eternal life, you who believe in the name of the Son of God.”  1John 5:13

“So then, my beloved, obedient as you have always been, not only when I am present but all the more now when I am absent, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.  For God is the one who, for his good purpose, works in you both to desire and to work.”  Phili. 2:12-13

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast.”  Eph.2:8-9

“For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.”  Eph. 2:10

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it?  So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  Indeed someone might say, "You have faith and I have works." Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works.  You believe that God is one. You do well. Even the demons believe that and tremble.  Do you want proof, you ignoramus, that faith without works is useless?  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar?  You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by the works.  Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called "the friend of God." See how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.  And in the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by a different route?  For just as a body without a spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  

James 2:14-26

“And if I have the gift of prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing.”  1 Cor. 13:2

“So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”  1 Cor. 13:13

IV         Faith & Works?

“For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for  anything, but only faith working through love.”  Gal. 5:6

“And his commandment is this: we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us.  Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we know that he remains in us is from the Spirit that he gave us.”  

1 John 3:23-24

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar?  You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by the works. Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called "the friend of God."  James 2:21-23

V.
How are we saved?

The first work of the grace of the Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus’ proclamation at the beginning of the Gospel: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Moved by grace, man turns toward God and away from sin, and so accepts forgiveness and righteousness from on high.  Our justification comes from the grace of God. (CCC 1996)  By Baptism, the Christian participates in the grace of Christ, the Head of the Body.  As an “adopted son” he can henceforth call God “Father”, in union with the only Son.  He receives the life of the Spirit who breathes charity into him and who forms the Church.  (CCC 1997)

Grace is first and foremost the gift of the Spirit who justifies and sanctifies us.  (CCC 2003)  

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ  (by grace you have been saved)”  Eph. 2:4-5 

“Further, Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and transgressed.  But she will be saved through motherhood, provided women persevere in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.”  

1 Tim. 2:15

“Strive for peace with everyone, and for that holiness without which no one will see the Lord.”  Heb. 12:14

“eternal life to those who seek glory, honor, and immortality through perseverance in good works, but wrath and fury to those who selfishly disobey the truth and obey wickedness.” 

“For it is not those who hear the law who are just in the sight of God; rather, those who observe the law will be justified.”  Rom. 2:7-8,13

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves.

But the one who peers into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres, and is not a hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, such a one shall be blessed in what he does.”   James 1:22,25

“who had once been disobedient while God patiently waited in the days of Noah during the building of the ark, in which a few persons, eight in all, were saved through water.  This prefigured baptism, which saves you now. It is not a removal of dirt from the body but an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”  1 Peter 3:20-21

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.  Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you (falsely) because of me.”  Mat. 5:3-11

“But if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions.”  Mat. 6:15

“Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”  Mat. 7:21

“And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because he is a disciple--amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward."  Mat. 10:42

TRUE CONFESSION OF CHRIST. 

Let us, then, not only call Him Lord, for that will not save us. For He saith, "Not every one that saith to me, Lord, Lord, shall be saved, but he that worketh righteousness." Wherefore, brethren, let us confess Him by our works, by loving one another, by not committing adultery, or speaking evil of one another, or cherishing envy; but by being continent, compassionate, and good. We ought also to sympathize with one another, and not be avaricious. By such works let us confess Him, and not by those that are of an opposite kind. And it is not fitting that we should fear men, but rather God. For this reason, if we should do such [wicked] things, the Lord hath said, "Even though ye were gathered together to me in my very bosom, yet if ye were not to keep my commandments, I would cast you off, and say unto you, Depart from me; I know you not whence ye are, ye workers of iniquity."                    Clement of Rome

Luke 9:23

Then he said to all, "If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 11 and follow me.

If we want to follow Christ we must

1. deny ourselves

2. take up our cross daily (not just once, but daily)
WHY?

Our natural inclination is to take the easy path…the path of pleasure.  By choosing to take up the cross we are choosing the difficult path.  The path of suffering.  The way of the cross leads to Calvary.  Jesus died there.  He wants us to die there with him….Daily!  Why?

Because as we die on the cross daily, as we die to ourselves we make room for Jesus in our hearts.  We allow our desires and our passions to be replaced by Jesus’ desires and Jesus’ passions.  We have to cooperate with God’s plans for our lives.  We have to cooperate with God’s grace in our lives.  We have to decide daily, hourly, even minute by minute to live our lives for Christ.  That is how the imperfect becomes perfect.  That is how the sinner becomes the saint.  By allowing Jesus to replace our desire for earthly pleasure with a desire for spiritual pleasure.  By allowing Jesus to replace our desire for earthly treasure with a desire for treasure in heaven.  By allowing Jesus to replace our desires for worldly pleasures of the flesh with a desire for His flesh in the Eucharist.  That is how the sinner becomes the saint.  That is how we are saved.  Faith & works, but only by the grace of God.
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