Baptism & Confirmation





Then afterward I will pour out my spirit upon all mankind.   

Joel 3:1
St. Stephen’s R.C.I.A.

1.  Sacrament

· A visible sign, instituted by Christ, by which grace is conveyed to our souls.

2.  Baptism

a. Forgiveness of sins & reception of the Holy Spirit

· Ezekiel 36:25-27

· Acts 2:38

· Acts 22:16

b. Baptized into one body

· 1 Corinthians 12:13

· Galatians 3:27

· Colossians 2:11-12

c. Baptism necessary for salvation

· 1 Peter 3:20-21

· John 3:5,22

d. Instituted by Christ

· Matthew 28:19

e. The effects of Baptism

· Purifies us from all sins

· Makes us a new creature

· Gives us sanctifying grace, the grace of justification

· Makes us a member of the Body of Christ

· Places an indelible spiritual mark that cannot be removed.

f. Who can baptize?

· Bishop & Priest (in the Latin Church also the deacon)

· In cases of emergency, anyone with required intention by using the Trinitarian baptismal formula.

3.  Confirmation

a. Necessary for the completion of baptismal grace

· CCC 1285

b.  The Spirit of the Lord would rest on the hoped for Messiah

· Isaiah 11:2; 61:1; Luke 4:16-22

· John 3:34

b. The fullness of the Spirit would be for the whole messianic people.

· The Holy Spirit is promised to all.  Ezek. 36:25-27; Joel 3:1-2

· Jesus speaks of the Spirit that will come.  Luke 12:12; John 3:5-8; 7:37-39; 16:7-15; Acts 1:8

· Pentecost.  John 20:22; Acts 2:1-4

· The Apostles proclaim & Peter declares this as a sign of the messianic age.  Acts 2:22; 17-18

· Those who believed were baptized & received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38

· From that time on the apostles imparted to the newly baptized the Holy Spirit.  Acts 8:15-17; 

· For this reason in the letter to the Hebrews, the doctrine concerning Baptism and the laying on of hands is listed among the first elements of Christian instruction.  Hebrews 6:2

· Very early, the anointing with perfumed oil (chrism) was added to the laying on of hands.  Acts 10:38

c. The effects of Confirmation

· A special outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

· Brings an increase and deepening of the baptismal grace.

· It imprints on the soul an indelible spiritual mark.

d. Who can minister confirmation?

· The original minister of Confirmation is the bishop. CCC 1312- 1314

